Notwithstanding this, there are a number of reasons why "Boisduvalia tasmanica," despite its lack of a coma, is better considered a species of Epilobium. As mentioned above, all species of Boisduvalia are annual, and they are confined to arid western North and South America, often growing in places that are moist, at least in the spring. On the other hand, "B. tasmanica", as Winifred Curtis suggested, is a perennial (Fig. 1A) . Furthermore, its leaves are opposite nearly to the summits of the stems, just as in Epilobium confertifolium Hook. f. (Fig. 2 ) and related species of Haussknecht's (Monogr. Epil., p. 295. 1884) Australasian group Microphyllae; in species of Boisduvalia, all of the leaves beyond the seedling stage are alternate. Unlike any species of Boisduvalia (Fig. 3B , B. glabella (Nutt.) Walp.), "B. tasmanica" has hairs on the stems extending down in lines from the bases of the petioles (Fig. 1B) , as do many species of Epilobium (Fig. 2B) . Munz (Darwiniana 5: 126. 1941) states that the anthers of Boisduvalia are basifixed, wheres in Epilobium they are versatile, but a re-examination has shown that in all members of the tribe Epilobieae, including "B. tasmanica", the anthers are versatile, although in self-pollinating species they may be reduced in size. Despite their lack of a coma, the narrowly winged seeds of "B. tasmanica" (Fig. 1C) are more similar to those of Epilobium confertifolium (Fig. 2C ) in shape than they are to those of Boisduvalia glabella (Fig. 3C) . Moreover, the papery capsules of "B. tasmanica," which readily split nearly to the base (Fig. 1A) are much more similar to those of E. confertifolium ( Fig. 2A) than they are to the tough, tardily dehiscent capsules of Boisduvalia glabella. Finally, the strain of "B. tasmanica" mentioned above (seeds from the Kosciusko Range, S.E. Australia, March 1961, W. D. Jackson; progeny, Raven 18049, DS 2 , RSA) at meiotic metaphase I formed 18 pairs of chromosomes, like every other Old World species of Epilobium, including several of the Microphyllae, that has been examined; whereas the only chromosome numbers known in Boisduvaiia are n=9, 10, 15, and 19 (Lewis et al., Aliso 4:73-86. 1958; Raven and Moore, unpubl.) . Therefore, the evidence that "Boisduvalia tasmanica" should be referred to Epilobium, series Microphyllae, despite its lack of a coma, appears conclusive. Boisduvalia should therefore be removed from the list of genera purporting to show a floristic connection between southern South America and Australasia, and "B. tasmanica" should be regarded as a species of Epilobium aberrant in a single striking characteristic, its lack of a coma. The fact that the epithet "tasrnanicum" has already been employed in the genus Epilobium makes it incumbent on me to select a new specific name for the present species in that genus, and thus I have the pleasure of naming it in honor of Winifred Curtis, who has helped me so much with this species, and whose studies of Tasmanian plants have done so much to increase our knowledge of them. The following synonymy is indicated:
Epilobium curtisiae, nom. nov.
Oenothera tasmanica Hook. f., Lond. J. Botan. 6: 475. 1847. Type from Marlborough, Tasmania, 5 January 1841, R. Gunn 1065 (holotype, K; photograph, POM; isotypes, BM, CAMB). Boisduvalia tasmanica (Hook. f.) Munz, Darwiniana 5: 142. 194L Non Epilobium tasmanicum Hausskn., Mongr. Epil., p. 296. 1884.
